
HOW TO SAVE THE EARTH..

PROGRAMME 2: 'THE MONK, THE TREEÿ AND THE (ÿONCRETE JUNGLE'

TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

JONATHON PORRI'Fr:
00:10  Music etc.
00:37  Title
00:42 Mt. Fuji

00:52  Japanese bowing

00:55  Japanese priest

On the slopes of Mount Fuji,  generations
Japanese continue to show their reverence for
nature. Two-thirds of this beautiful country is
still covered by pristine, protected forest.

01:24  Trees Thailand

01:32  Monkswalking/Ajaan

01:39  Close up Joichi

01:16  Monk, Temple

00:04  Kiba Harbour Yet here in Kiba Harbour, in Tokyo, reverence
giyes way to rape: once mighty forests reduced
to %vallowing hulks.

Not so long ago, much of the tropical timber
imported into Japan came from the forests of
Thailand.

Since then, most of what was left by the loggers
has since been cleared for agriculture.

But here in Thailand, and in Japan ttself.
champions of the forest have emerged.
Reverence may yet prove mightier than the
chainsaw.

of

01:45  Pan - Harbour/episode title (Title Supers: 'The Monk, The Trees, and
The Concrete Jungle')

01:58
02:02

02:06  Monkey in trees

02:13  Pan around forest

Pan to 'Jonathan Porritt
Jaguar in water

Of allthe environments on Earth, the trop0cal
forests are by far the richest and by fat the most
important, for they are home to between 70 and
90% of all the millions of species with whtcn we
share this planeL

lose them, and we lose the biological
foundations of life on earth.

And yet, losing them is exactly what we are
doing.
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

03:05

03:08

03:13
03:17

03:21

03:30

03:36

03:39

03:49

03:54

02:48
02:54

02:32
02:33
02:39
02:43

Time clock
Chainsaw
Close up of saw
Close up of head
Axe cuts wood
Worker cuts wood

Logger
Giant tree falls
Fire
Clock/fire burns land

Image monkey
Image Yanomamo

Desolate log in sand

Time clock

Tree/misty forest
drugs

Pan around cut forest

Wide shot of forest

Hands" move to image Japan

Log Pond

Man standing/huge logs

Man standing in Log pond

02:18
02:22
02:25
02:26
02:28
02:30

Already, in just a few decades, over half of the
world's tropical forests have been destroyed. If
nothing is done, most of the rest will vanish
within our lifetimes, and, by the year 2020, a
third of all species on the planet may be lost.

Millions of years of evolution wiped out in the
time it takes to set a fire, to fell a tree.

Tribal people displaced and their cultures
destroyed.

The land impoverished, incapable of sustaining
agriculture.

The climate changed and made drier - locally
at first,  then regionally.

Potential benefits to we humans - like new
drugs, new crops, new products - lost before we
can even give them a name.

The destruction of the tropical forests and the
extinction of species are different from most
other environmental problems.

For they cannot be reversed. Extinction is,
indeed, for ever.

JONATHON PoRRITT:

As far as Japan is concerned, the tropical timber
trade is still booming. South East Asia is being
skinned alive to keep those logs flowing in.

Unfortunately, the environment movement in
Japan is still very weak and big business is
frighteningly powerful.
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

04:49

04:50

04:54

04:57

05:00

05:05

05:07

05:12

05:18
05:23

04:32

04:16

04:03
04:10

Joichi by log pond
Logs in rows

Joichi Kuroda

cut w lorry

'l"o@o/nÿht shou

Cars travelling at night

Two commuters

Street scenelnight

Close up/neon sign

People walking in street

Back view of peolÿie

Close up three men
Skyscrapers

It's that imbalance which defines the challenge
for Joichi Kuroda, a dogged, courageous
campaigner, deeply ashamed of his country's
environmental reputation and international
record.

]oICHI KÿIÿODA - DIÿECTOÿt, IAPAHESE TROPI-
cAL ÿ:OÿESTAOTIOM MEq'WOÿX'}

Seven  years  ago,  I  visited  the  island  of
Mindanao  in  The  Philippines,  and  saw  a

completely barren mountain.

I felt I had to do something to prevent this
deforestation.

our Tropical Forest Action Network aims to stop
the  wasteful consumption of tropical timber in

Japan.

as ÿ o,='ÿst ÿc mÿjor tÿk

JONATHON PORRITT:

Over the last 30 years, Japan's economy has
grown faster than any other country's in the
world.

For many Japanese, these hanging gardens of
neon are about as near to nature as they're
likely to get.

But not many countries can match Japan's
impressive record on pollution control, energy
efficiency or recycling.

It's what happens overseas that causes suclÿ
concem.

In more and more countries, it is Japanese
capital that fuels the juggernaut of industrial
progress. Whole cultures can get cruslÿed
beneath its wheels.
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TIME   PICTURE
CODE

NARRATION

SARAWAK ,rND IAN
]OC?OC IVOOÿG - CHAIXMA9ÿr OF OMABOÿ(q

'ÿIDEgÿTS ASSOcIATIOn, BAÿAM, SAÿAWAK

05.'29   Conferencz/MMaysia My name is JocJoc Ivong, I am the chairman of
the  Omabong  residents  association,  who  come

from Baram, in the statz of Sarawafÿ Malaysÿ

05:39  Conference/attenders
05:52  Close up supporter
05:45  Man reading letter

06:16  Rear view - Sarawak man

06:22   Joÿc[= ÿ again

06:34   S ttl[ of logger
06:37  Coggm# lorrÿ

06:41   @evastatzd trackin forest

06:45   Huge log on ground

06:02  Sarawak Hunter

06:07  General forest view

SARAWAK INDIAN:
05:48  Image forest on screen
05:49  Pans to audience

JONATHON PORRITT:

• Logging in Sarawak, for export to Japan, has
brought its tribal people to the verge of
extinction. JATAN has taken up their cause.

Now you can see the forest. This is the way how
the forest is.

This is a man, I think he is a Penan, and I think
he is looking for food in the forest, hunting for
food.

This is how life in the forest, life in the jungle.
These people are staying very peacefully,
nobody disturb them, they're just left behind,
the children just left behind. The father's lust
hunting for food in the forest, this is how the
forest life.

fOIcHI ÿUÿODA - ÿIÿEOTOÿ,  IAPAHESE TÿOPI-
¢Az. ÿ OÿEST A Cÿ Oÿ MEÿpWOÿ ')

We inf4ted thÿ people from Malaysia w Japan

e rafnforests of SarawafCwo'.l be dutroyed
comple*,ly in /o=" or fÿ.ÿars.

So, the situation is "at its most critica[ stuge now

The culture, life and existence of th, tldlle.*,,f

people f.,we been destroyed.

We  have    appealed  to  I'1"I"0,  the  y.p..,it

gowrnmznt to stop the deforestatwn.
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

07:16

07:33

07:39

07:45

07:48
07:49

07"56

07:08

DelegatesJdifferent view

Rear view of conference

Joichi

Shot ITTOiPeople leaving

Two men shake hands

Japanese man

Greenpeace demonstation
Masked figure/chainsaw

Spca/ÿl"

07:04

06:49
06:56

Chairman reads notice
Foreign delegates

JONATHON PORRITF:

Tokyo is the headquarters of the ITTO, The
International Tropical Timber Organisation
would be guardians of the forest, but essentially
a glorified commodity agreement with a few pale
green trimmings.

IT[O basically makes decisions on a consensus
basis.

However, Japan and other big timber importers
in Europe have many votes at the ITTO.

Malaysia, Brazil and Indonesia, the main timber
exporting nations, also have many votes.

So, fundamentally, there is a big imbalance in
the voting system.

The basic policy of all these producer and
consumer nations is to destroy and exploit the
forest.

JONATHON PORRITT:

Direct action - a la Greenpeace - is an important
part of JATAN's campaigning.

IOICHI 9ÿf.IXODA - DIXECTOÿ, IAPAMESE TÿOPI-
car. F OÿEST A O17 0N.pcEÿ'wOÿ{ÿ'ÿ

plTO sent tfie(r research tÿam into Samwak

But they ignored  tfiÿ lank rights of the native

peopÿ.

08:05   Pan over construcÿn site
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE

Close up of worker sawing
Man with helmet lifting wood
Worker hammering nail

09:29

09:33
09:41

09:50

10:03

10:09

10:15

08:42

08:50

09:02
09:07

09:19

08:29
08:31

Worker swings plank
Piles hardwood/factory

Worker removes planks

Pan around factory

Close up worker
Heads watch screen

Inside town hall

Business man smoking

Joÿ cortes down eÿ.ÿlawr

pan around #tttrfÿr

Ku.roda agabut gold cubÿ

Pan up outsÿ town hall

¢.ÿ.ÿ up windows

Pan around sl(yscrapers

08:16
08:21
08:24

NARRATION

JONATHON PORRITT;

Japan imports 45% of all the world's tropical
timber, and almost all of it is used in just one
business - the construction industry.

In a process that literally defies belief, these
precious tropical hardwoods are turned into
plywood moulds, into which the concrete for the
foundations is poured.

Once the concrete has set, the plywood moulds
are removed and then burnt. It's cheaper to
whistle up another logged forest than to re-use
the timber, let alone to find a different
construction method.

One of the newest and biggest buildings in
Japan is the Tokyo town hall. Power, money and
prestige: its architecture speaks a simple
language.

?oIcH/ Kÿ.IÿODA - DIrECTOr, 7APAM'£.SE TÿOP/-
caL ToÿEOÿ'AolT oÿI Rf-ÿÿoÿ¢'!

This building was built around a pre-cast steel

frame, so        tropical timber was not used in

the owralT structure.

However, a lot of tiraber was used to build an

underbround car park.

The problem Ls  that on  this  one site, just

440,000 squart mÿtres.

We estimate that 5,000 to 6,000 tropical trees

have been use£

The previous Metropolitan building was used for

oncy 30 years.

I don't iCnow how long this monstrous building

will be used but the life-cycle of tower blockÿ Ls

yen3 sÿ.
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE

10:11

11:046

11:27

11:36

11:42

11:54

10:47

10:26

10:37
10:43

NARRATION

Buildings are built and replaced, so more
tropical timber is being used at an ever-faster
rate.

Image Japan on screen

People in town halt
Close up people walking

Pan around workers

People walking on stairs

Kuroda appears

JQNATHON PORRITT:

Five thousand trees to build an underground car
park. For JATAN, that's an unacceptable price
for progress.

But, after several years of banging their heads
against the brick wall of national government

and big business, JATAN is now targetting local
government and the general public - with
considerable success. More and more Japanese
people are awakening to their environmental
responsibilities.

IolcH! ÿUÿODA - DIRECTOR IAPAÿSE DROPI:
CAL TOÿEST Ac'IION, ÿ£PWOÿ")

d Japan,.  people  become  truly  aware  and
understand wtÿat is happenOLg  ......

t&y wV.l be ablÿ w talÿ action.

It is important for us to appeal to   the con-

scAousness of Japane.ÿ peopIL

By  tal($ng  action   we Japanese  can  become
useful  to  the  world  and  also  be  happier
oursÿlutJ.

arÿr sÿscrÿer

Skyscmpedforest

Hardwoods/DIY store

Jaguar in water

JONATHON PORRITT:

JATAN works Closely with other rairÿforest
campaigns around the world.

In Britain, Friends of the Earth and WWF have
forced the main hardware stores to seek out
hardwoods from sustainably managed sources.

In Belize, Central America, a campaign has
helped to save the jaguar, by preventing
rainforests being turned over to sugar
plantations.
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

12:06  Cows

12:49Devastated landscape/Cows

(LFS: PHRA AJAAN PONGSAK)

12:56   Ajaa.

13:25   ÿastatÿd g,'ound

13:34   co'ws ,9,'..-i.g

13:49   Pan frÿ. Tru.slSacred Grove "

13:59 Tropical bird in tree

14:05  Monkey leaps of tree

12:32  Feet of Ajaan
12:37  Side view of Ajaan walking

12:18  Thai worker by water

In many parts of Latin America, beef production
for the American hamburger market is a major
cause of deforestation, and a campaign is being
waged in the States to boycott the fast-food
chain.

And, at last, governments too are starting to
take action: in 1989, after a spate of serious
floods, Thailand became the first country in the
world officially to ban logging.

JONATHON PORRITT:

To return a logged out tropical forest to anything
like its former glory is an incredibly difficult
business, but, here in Northern Thailand, a
Buddhist monk, Aajan Ponsak, is showing the
way - by turning a desert back into a forest.

A AIÿPOÿ(GSAÿ

I came to this area in 1968, when it was sÿd[ rzch

reSt.

A  tobacco  company  then  received conceÿ$:o.$

from the government to use trees from the forest

= fÿ¢for cÿ ÿbacco.

When they exhausted their concession,  o.[y  J

few trees remained and the villagers  ,h,.  cut

tÿn dÿnvn for fÿ wood.

After that, there was nothing to protect the top.

soÿ

JONATHON PORRITT:

Even here, in this man-made desert, small
patches of the original forest remain  Th,s
'sacred grove' has become the spiritual centre of
Ajaan Ponsak's work, an ecological oasis tÿat
helps nurture some of Thailand s genet,c
abundance.
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

15:32

15:38

15:43

Close up hand/seedlings

Monk/workers at nursery

Close up workers/seeds

15:49 Woman/car on muddy track

15:55  Pan to Mae Sod

16:11  Pan around dam

(LFS: NÿINIE SVASTI

14:43    Nuni. hÿIds flower

14:56    Nunie/Seed£ÿng .urÿry

14:32

14:10

14:19
14:23

Girl in vegetable market

Mother and kid
Woman buys vegetables

Nunie walking in market

Local people depend on this biological diversity
in many different ways. The markets in Northern
Thailand are still rich in the fruits of the forest,
used both for food and medicine. When the
forest goes, so too does this natural pharmacy.

One of Ajaan Pongsak's closest colleagues is
Nunie Svasti, an extraordinary storehouse of
knowledge and wisdom about the region's plants
and trees.

(UMIE SVASTI - DHAMMAgÿ%T FOUgÿDATION

Now this is really good fun. This flower here Ls of
the Bignon family and it's called 'Midnight
Horror', it blooms at midnight.  Inside is a darf(.
crimson red so that it loofÿ as if there's blood

there. When it falls off, it produces this long pod
which also has medicinal properties .  And, both

t[ungs of course, can be usÿd tn soups.

,,IQNATHON PORRITT:

Nunie was the prime mover in setting up the
Dhammamet Foundation, back in 1983, to raise
money to reforest the critical watersheds of Mae
Sod. The essence of the Foundation's work is to
return the land to the people for sustainable food
production. That requires fertile soil and plenty
of water and you can't get those without
restoring the watershed's forests. More than a
thousand villagers are now involved in the
project.

The first stage of Ajaan Ponsak's ambitious
restoration scheme required the bulldozing of
the scrubby wasteland which had taken over in
the once fertile lowlands of the Mae Sod valley.

The next priority was water. A dam was built on
one of the few streams still flowing from the hills
above and, water is gradually released into a
series of smaller lakes in the valley below.
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TIME   PICTURE
CODE

NARRATION

As soon as there was water, the villagers began
to plant thousands of trees.

17:11   close up of crop
17:16   close up of red crop

17:21    Wah, rshtd sIÿyline

17:38  Ajaan walks down hill

17:49  Continues walking

17:52 Ajaan sits on log

17:59  Sunlit forest

17:62  Pan to water

17:03    Pan around st'unttd fore-ÿt

(SUBTITLES)

16:43    Ajaan

16:32  Pan around countryside After just five years, the lowland forest is
gradually returning. With more lakes planned,
the traditional landscape of forest and small farm
will soon emerge.

To protect forests, which are the rivers' sources, we must

provide viIDÿrs =nth land

so that they can feed their families all year
round.

And,  without this scheme, it is impossible to do

that.

This  protected forest iÿ being developed in an
area where it had betn de.stroyed.

rÿt of tbz land is shartd by the vif_lagers
grow fooÿ.

In return for thLir world, on reforestation, each of
the 274 families recdws about an acre to farm.

JONATHON PORRITT:

It's impossible to restore the lowland forests in
the valley unless the watershed forests high up
on these mountains are also protected. This is a
key part of Ajaan Ponsak's strategy. -

Where the springs emerge, the forests are
especially moist and dch.

The trees here act like a sponge, absorbing the
heavy monsoon rains, allowing the water to
seep out slowly during the year, keeping the
land cool and damp.

But even these vital watershed forests are now
in danger.
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

PHoÿA A 7AAH POoÿGSAgÿ

(S U BTITL 'E.5)
18:11    Ajaan The Ugh, USA and Europe have given funds to

Thailand

to help the hill tribes in the highlands grow cash
crops instead of opium

19:22  Roots of villagers houses

19:10  Toyota drives to village

18:35   ScenL of forest

18:47   Sÿunted trees

18:50   close up cabbages
18:53   Car/cabbage cultivation

and to build roads to connect vÿes.

But this has helped to spread the logging and destroy the
forests that are t& rÿrs' sources.

We have reached at the point where, if it continues, the
North of Thailand will be a destrt within 5 to 10 years.

JONATHON PORRITT:

These prosperous cabbage farms exporting to
Japan and Singapore, are managed not by the
lowland villagers but by Hmong hill tribes, many
of them refugees from neighbouring countries.
The aim laudable in itself, is to persuade the
Hmong people to stop growing opium by
guaranteeing a steady income from cabbages.
But, watershed protection and intensive
cabbage cultivation cannot coexist. Even
though in pure economic terms the proiect has
been a great success.
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PICTURE

19:30

19:49

20:09

20:16
20:21

20:30

20:24

20:42

20:53

21:10

Ajÿan

Nunie in forest

Nunie's hand picks seeds
Basket seeds

Nunie with knife

Back view of Nunie

Close up knifelpod

Monk, Villagers approaching
Planting

Axe cutting plants

19:28

CODE

Hill tribe children

Hÿ rn3e ,ÿ

PHÿA A IAÿ( POÿfGSAÿ

Development in Buddhism means to fulfil one-

self while presenvLng the environmznt

and to live in balancz with nature.

Buddhism says that conservation alone will only

create a standst41l simtation.

But, on the other hand, one-sided, materialistic

dtvtlopratnt has destroyed the environment

and is destroying people's lives.

IONATHON PORRII-I':

If the Hmong could be persuaded to accept land
down in the valley to grow their cabbages, the
Dhammanet Foundation plans to reforest the
whole area with indigenous trees. So, one of
Nunie's principle activities is to scour the forest
floor for the seeds of these trees.

NUNIE SVASTI - DHAMMANET FOUNDATION

Fruits like these are very important, because
they are foods for all sorts of deer, as well as
hornbills, as well as monkeys and gibbons, and
we want to make sure that we have all the foods
in order to attract animals back into the area.

,,IQNATHON PORRII"r:

The key to all this is local participation and
control. The scheme works because it works for
local people. Healthy forests up in the
watersheds means a healthy local economy for
the villagers down in the valley.

NARRATIONTIME



Page 13

TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

21:50

21:54

22:05

22:12

22:24

22:36

22:49

21:40

Man chopping crops

Nunÿ" waling

Man plan es po tied seed£u,gs

Woman headscarf planu seeds

jaatl

Gradual blurring if workers

India Women

Demonstration Daintree

Yanomami Reserve

21:33

21:13 Ajaan

PHÿA AIAA.M POMGSAÿ

In order to restore the forests, which are the sources of

tÿ rwÿrs

we must start by teaching one moral princilvle.

That is to maÿ people who live in tÿ area

and who benefit directly from tAe forests, real'ue tac=w vclue.

They raust realise that forests are as valuable as their own

Then we can askthem to co-operate so that together we can

save ÿ forests.

We still lack t& laws to support ehis.

But if we can teach people that it is their moral duty to

protect th, foruu

and we then have the laws and the money,

we can restore the foresu in ten or t'wenty years.

JONATHON PORRITT:

The front-line troops in the battle to save the
forests are almost always local people who
seen their land and their livelihoods directly
threatened by so much, so-called deÿ

In Northern India, a mass movement of women
villagers, the Chipko movement; successfuly
confronted logging companies'by literally
hugging their trees.

In Queensland, Australia, direct action by local
people prevented the Danetree rainfoÿ from
being developed for totally inappropriate
tourism and housing.

In the Amazon, after years of campaÿnin@ tn
Brazil itself and by organisations like Sutwval
International, large reservations have beqm
designated for the Yanomami and Kayapo
indians.
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NARRATIONPICTURE

22:59 Sarawak Indian Demonstration
And in Sarawak, Malaysia, the Penan, and other
tribal peoples, are fighting a last-ditch battle to
save their forests from being shipped out to
Japan to help build a few more skyscrapers.

23:12

23:19
23:21

23:23

Montage mixes to night scene Japan

Neon Sign Tokyo
Close up Neon sign

Joichi Kuroda

There are lessons to be learnt in Japan and the
West from the struggles of people like these.

Pan to street night

24:14
24:19
24:25

24:35
24:38

24:44

25:10

23:50
23:55
24:05
24:08

23:39 Japanese commuters

Night scene/Thai festival
Close up Ajaan
Candles/Monks
AjaaWPan to candle

Preparing candles
Small boy lights sparkler
Woman puts offering in water

Young girl carries offering
Girl puts offering in water

Young boy/offering floats off

Save the Earth Credits

23:31

But if the forests are to be saved, this depends
as much on mobilising opinion in the cities of
industrialised countries, as it does on local
action in the forests.

In these concrete jungles, it's all too easy to
forget our continuing dependence on the natural
world. We do not see the impact of what we call
'progress'. We do not feel the vibrant connec-
tions between ourselves and the rest of life on
earth.

In Thailand a reverence for nature is still deeply
instilled in their culture. It is the spr=ntual
foundation of a healing process that offers great
hope for the future. For even as we reap the
benefits of industrial progress, it is important that
our children should not lose that sense of
reverence. At the festival of Loi Katoi, children
throughout Thailand celebrate the gathering in o!
the harvest. Such thanksgivings take different
forms in different countries, but they all embody
• the kind of respectful and loving relationship ÿh
the natural world that is as important for the
future as it was in the past.

25:52  End of credits and music
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