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PROGRAMME 1" "TAKING THE WATERS"

TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

00:38
00:42

Title
Birds flying

JONATHON PORRITI"

00:47
00:51
00:54

01:28
01:32

01:46

01:58
02:02
02:08
02:10

01:18

01:07 Fishing/Oanube

Pan around Gabcikovo

Close up roof building
Pan to K]ara

Close up Baraket/Lake

Title
Planet appears
Water
Jonathan Porritt/Water

Close up birds
Birds comes to land
Sole bird flying lands

This is Lake Ichkeul in Tunisia - one of the
worlds most important remaining wetlands. But
these shots were taken 10 years ago; since
then, the number of visiting birds has fallen by
75%, and the lake itself is now seriously under
threat from irrigation schemes and the sheer
pressure of development.

Every year, many of the birds migrate to Ichkeul
to the backwaters of this great river, the Dan-
ube, which for much of its length provides the
border between Hungary and Czechoslovakia.

But here too a massive new development, the
Gabcikovo dam is threatening the dver, its wild-
life and the water supplies of the surrounding
countryside.

Before their 'velvet revolution' in 1989, protest
was illegal in Czechoslovakia. But now a former
schoolteacher is mobilising mass demonstra-
tions against the imminent completion of the
Gabcikovo dam.

And in Tunisia, a combination of international
pressure and the steadfast dedication of one
man may yet save the wildlife of Lake Ichkeul.

Most people take it for granted that there will
always be enough fresh water to underpin our
dream of universal prosperity.

In reality, our rivers, lakes, and groundwater
supples are under intense pressure.
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

02:56
03:03

03:16

03:17
03:22
03:30
03:35
03:38

03:46

03:53

03:55

04:07

04:14

04:19

02:47

02:28
02:29
02:37
02:41
02:43

02:24 Jonathan/Cow

Shot of Cow
Timeclock
Tree/S praying/irrigation
Hand with apples
People/Crowd

Indian woman pours water

Timeclock/boy drinks rusty can
Shadow/Pan to man spraying

Forest

Hands,water poured through
Timeclock/African kid
People/Dam
Dam
Guy with sword

Misty screan

Hands across image

Woman filling watercan

Dam

Water pipes

Pan around Lake/mountain

A world in which water costs as much as oil is a
nightmare that not be dismissed too lightly.

Three-quarters of all fresh-water used today is
used in irrigation schemes to produce food, and
within thirty years, there will be an additional
three billion people to feed.

Yet, even now, many millions of people do not
have access to clean, drinkable water, and
25,000 people die every day from drinking water
that's polluted.

Drier climates (from global warming), lower
water tables (from increasing consumer de-
mands), and inexorable deforestation of the
crucial watersheds - this is a lethal combination,
that will dramatically increase the incidence of

and famine.

More people laying claim to less water means
just one thing: conflict. Water disputes already
abound, and, in the future, it could be water
supplies that drive nations to war rather than
land or oil.

Water has always been a precious resource in
all North Affican countries. But here in Northern
Tunisia, the annual rainfall is much higher than

• in other parts of the country.

For manyyears there has been a master plan to
collect water in these mountainous" areas and
pump it down to the coastal cities and the desert
areas further south.

In the natural course of events, much of that
water would be ending up here, in Lake Ichkeul.
Its diversion is causing ever greater concern to
the Chief Conservation Officer - Hammadi
Baraket
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NARRATION

04:31

05:06
05:08

05:20

05:42

05:48

04:48
04:59

04:46

04:53

PICTURE

Ham.madl Bÿaÿt qTEÿre have been changer
in the habitat.

TIÿ number of specÿ, e.rpeÿzEy
plants luzs greatly decreased.

Pan around Lake/ducks

Close up ducks/marshland

Flocks of birds
close up beeeater

Hammadi Baraket walking
Baraket meets collegue

Baralÿt points to map

JONATHAN PORRITT

Half a million ducks, geese and other waterfowl
used to migrate here every winter to feed on the
rich marshland vegetation that thrives in the
brackish partly salty waters of the lake.

Thousands of others - swallows, starlings, bee-
eaters - on their way from Africa to Europe, rest
here before crossing the Mediterranean.

But in the last ten years, bird numbers have
dropped dramatically and Hammadi Baraket has
been struggling to alert Tunisian officials and
international bodies to the dire implications of
this decline.

Lÿ

Thÿ map sÿows thÿ Anlc region
from which the blzÿls come

from tÿ ÿ.LÿR and even Siberia;

most come from ÿ ÿrÿ but somÿ of ÿ ÿrds

vel from tÿ South

up m ,'.aÿ zchÿ,,ÿ

. for ÿtance tÿ whtÿ svorÿ

up hÿre from Senegal. '

Lorry empties soil

Pan around construction

IC)NATHAN PORRITF

The decline in bird numbers coincided with the
development of the region around the lake, and
with the damming of the main rivers that flow
into it. Two dams have already been completed
(partly financed by overseas aid) and work on
the third - and largest - is well under way.
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PICTURE NARRATION

07:06

07:19

07:28

07:34

07:39

06:18

06:09

06:00
06:05

Ted Hollis typing
Hands typing

Close up Hollis

But, hard evidence linking these dams with the
decline in bird numbers was proving very elusive.
It came eventually from the dedicated work of
Dr. Ted Hollis, awetlands expert from the UK,
who spent many years out in Tunisia.

x=p of

PED H0££Iÿ

The mÿn facwrs of the dam that was being consmucted here
on the ÿoumÿ andSedjenane two bÿ rivers, but tÿre are also

dams in existence here on tÿ Masala and later they wffl be

on the Maloh here, ÿe Bouimÿ and the Tmdj a. The most ÿpo rtan t

place for consewaÿon b here, where the sluÿ:e ÿ being con-

structed. This sluiÿ Ls golng to control the exchanges of
waur ÿ thu cfu:nnÿ ÿmÿg fresh waÿr tn Ichÿul with the
sea water of the £aÿ of Bizerte, and the sea beyond. Tÿ
other ÿtally important places are the marshes here against

e agrÿcultural land and for instance dÿere we can see the

drauÿge canal and ÿe effects that ÿ has bÿd upon ÿ marsh
vegetatwn here wÿhin the 9@tional Park.

Pan around marshland

Worker/Water sprayer

JONATHAN PORRITT

Ten years ago, all of this southern part of the
lake used to be tall marshes, ideal habitat for
birds. Now - again with the help of overseas aid
- it's been drained, or 'improved', as they say, as
part of a large scale agricultural development
scheme.

Marshÿnd

B.ÿLÿ.qgCET

.epenÿg the drainage channel

was the cause

r tÿ chaÿ tÿ ÿ ecasystem here.

TaIÿ ÿ case of tÿ buffaloÿ for exampr, ,

You couldn't see tÿ buffalo before
because ÿey were ÿddÿn from the roads by tÿ reeds
Now these same plants are oÿy s or lO on. ÿgÿ
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08:52
08:59

09:06

09:20

08:22 Ted Ho l['u

08:10
08:16

07:56
08:01

Tractor spraying
River flowing

Close up muddy water
Bird landing

JONATHAN PORRII-I"

But the most serious consequences will come
from the dams themselves. (built not to gener-
ate electricity, but to provide drinking water, and
water for irrigation). W"ÿh less fresh water enter-
ing the lake, more salt water will wash in, devas-
tating any of the plants on which the migratory
birds depend.

qED HOLLIÿ

If tÿre are no consenvatlon measures implemented then, with
aLl six dams compÿted the la[ÿ wÿl be, rather, very static in

lÿvel and it will have a salinity ranging from a little bit
below the strength of sea water in tile wtnter, to substantÿ-

ly above the strength ÿf sea waters in the summer, and it
becoraÿ a saltly sMinÿ sebca, which is really rather common

in Tunisia, in thu last fresh bra[(ÿsh laFÿ wlt[gin the wholl
country and in much of North Afrÿa that have been de-

stroyeÿ

Glistening water
Salt lake

Pan from sky to salty lake

JONATHAN PORRI'I-F

(MUSIC)

In dramatic contrast to Lake Itchkeul, Tunisia's
many salt lakes are largely devoid of life. Most
birds and animals cannot tolerate the salinity.
It's unlikely that Itchkeul will ever look quite like
this, but its certain that a sharp increase in salin-
ity would vastly reduce the diversity of bird
species in the park.

Haÿdi Barafÿt by water At firsÿ we didn't accept tile ÿ.Intversity college

But things have changed in Tunÿ=ÿ
as they liave tile worla'over.

In the pasÿ ecology was regarded as a fantasy

v ecology is seen as a matter of suturaL
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JONATHAN PORRITT

09:33  Newspaper clippings
09:35  Close up mother and kid
09:40  Different newpaper shots
09:46   "    •   •

09:50
09:54

10:02 Baraket/Collegues/Lake

Newspaper shots of Tunisia
President

That change started in the mid-eighties as
images of drought and famine made everyone
think again about rainfall and fresh water sup-
plies. In Tunisia itself, international organisa-
tions began to lend their weight to the growing
national campaigns to save Ichkeul before it
was too late. The President of Tunisia spoke
out strongly pledging to protect his country's
environment including Ichkeul.

Construction work on the remaining dams has
now been stopped while a detailed study of their
environmental impact is carried out. This is a
collaborative venture involving water engineers,
environmentalists and economists - and that in
itself is important.

10:19

11:00
11:06

ara:ÿt and c.oÿB=s

Lake at dusk
Old boat/pan to bridge

b ÿ wÿ ÿprocud"

We must avoid tÿ worÿ "confSct" because

conservation and development go hand ln hand

re's no conÿation without development and vict versa.

Wÿy? Boÿause we want to protr.ct tÿ environmtnt

'ÿt's very serÿ, so we knÿ we must

e[zvedop our co=,,try.

Even tnÿbttants of lcÿeÿ o/dl teE you .
they are aware of tÿ problems

that concern them, and tÿeir claldren

JONATHAN PORRITT

And that of course is exactly what sustainable
development means: protecting the environ
ment and peoples livelihoods now and in the
future.
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PICTURE NARRATION

11:15

11:22
11:28

11:52

12:44

12:47

12:52

12:12

11:37 Lake/Pan to sluice

C[oÿ up Boÿfÿt

.f..,ÿ .ru.rl3t t

Waterfall

Africans rowing Okavango

Fishermen/eelin boat

Baraket with locals
Close up men talking

Environmental impact assessment will include a
detailed study of the lake's lucrative eel fishedes
and grazing lands, and will also put forward
proposals for eco-toudsm  schemes tO bring
greater economic benefit to local communities.
Hammadi Baraket has a lot of persuading to do.

One essential element in the campaign to save
Ichkeul is almost complete: putting the sluice
gates on the channel between Ichkeul and the
salt water lake it connects with. Salt water
inflows and water levels in the lake can then be
properly controlled.

Once peop[, tatÿrsamd tile ro[, of weÿ

promct tÿm

e lots of peop[, tÿk Vÿ-ÿ f.n£s ÿrw no purpose

and should be tutned ÿto aari, adaa'd f"nd

or used for budding tn a aÿlly nÿly fasbion

i thtÿtÿ oppoÿtt ÿ true. ÿ wetlands are ÿ ÿM

If God created thenÿ tÿy reaut have an ÿnportant purpose.

Of cov.rse l'm well ÿtown in lchÿuL People even call Ct

Well, l'm very proud of that. l ÿei tlm laÿ u pact of my

JONATHAN PORRI'rI"

All over the world, the race is on to save the
world's endangered lakes and wetlands.

In the Okavango Delta in Botswana, Greenpeace
is threatening a woddwide campaign against a
diamond firm trying to drain parts of the lake.
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PICTURE NARRATION

13:04

13:27

13:50

13:58
14:03

14:10

14:27
14:35

14:41
14:59

15:19

15:41

15:49

13:39

13:16 Demonstration Siberia

Fishing on Danube

Waterfall/Mix to fishermen

Wake of boat

Lake and trees
Duck swimming/Close up

Pan around Gabcikovo dam

Pan to construction dam
Different view

Protesters on steelpipes
Arriving at other end

Close up crowd clapping

Klara walking

Pan to building cyclist

Demonstration/protester In the Cota Donana wetlands, in Spain, envi-
ronmentalists are fighting to hold back tourist
and market garden developments.

In Siberia, local groups are campaigning to stop
pulp-mill pollution from poisoning Baikal, the
biggest and most sacred lake in Russia.

And on the Danube, environmental groups are
putting together ambitious plans for a unique
international park to save the wetland environ-
menL

JONATHAN PORRITT

The Danube is a mighty impressive river, flowing
through sixcountries on its way to the Black Sea.
Not only is the river itseff of enormous economic
and ecological significance; its backwaters form
a quite unique wildlife-rich inland delta. Its here
in Czechoslovakia that the battle is now on to
protect these vital wetlands.

As so often, the threat comes from a monstrous
dam, the Gabcikovo dam, a pre-revolutionary,
Stalinist relic. Work started on Gabcikovo back
in 1978, and the new Government of Czecho-
slovakia remains hell-bent on completing it.

This vast hydro-electric project was initially just
one part of an ever more vast collaboration with
Austria and Hungary but even now, its future is
still in the balance.

After a series of huge protests in the late
eighties in both Austria and Hungary, they both
pulled Out of further collaboration on the
scheme, leaving Czechoslovakia td go it alone.
Dissent of this kind simply wasn't permitted
before that country's velvet revolution in 1989,
bIJt liberation has made it possible to start
demonstrating the concern and anger that many
have felt about Gabcikovo since 1978.

One of the prime movers in the new protest
movement was Klara Benkovicsova a young
school teacher from Samorin, a small town on
the banks of the Danube.
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TIME
CODE

PICTURE NARRATION

16:55

17:10
17:15
17:19

17:26

16:50

16:29

16:37

16:43

15:53 Klara at dLsÿ.

KI.AÿA BEgcÿOV/CSOVA

After the velvet revolutwn we could

protest openÿ.

So, since December1989, weÿe dtmonstrated

orgatosed blockades, and sent peÿttons etc.

We want to show our government that the peop(.

of Zuny Ostrov re, on

together ÿth envÿonmentaluts ÿom all

aver czecÿoslovaÿa

don't agree wlth s=ch tnassÿve tnteOirenÿe with nature

and destroyÿg drinÿng water
and other natural resources bzre.

Pan over river/Budapest

Tram draws up

Two old ladies chatting

Dusk shot/River bddge

JONATHAN PORRITI"

The river Danube plays an important role in
sustaining the waters supplies of towns and
cities all along its banks. The impact of the dam
will not just be felt in Czechslovakia, but also
downstream in Hungary. People in Budapest are
already used to regular droughts and water reo
stdctions and many now fear that the Gabcikovo
dam might lead to the water level of the river
permanently lowered.

Tractor ploughing

Blackbird flies off
Bow of boat/oeU
Klara, Kovacs on boat

Side of boat moving

Agriculture too wil: suffer if the water table falls.
The soil in the Danube basin is fertile, but very
dry and already there is a heavy dePendence on
irrigation to grow the crops they need. Klara's
involvement in the 'Stop Gabcikovo Campaign',
brings her in contact with other environments in
neighbouring countries including Kovacs Karoly
of the Reflex organisation which has been in the
forefront of the campaign in Hungary.
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PICTURE NARRATION

xOVA cS 9ÿAÿt O L ÿ'-  ÿtE FL EX MEMBE ÿ

18:31

18:36

18:45

18:21

18:06 Demonstration holding banner

Klo.ra ÿn vÿ/age

Klara/at tÿfo Point

Kovacs Kardy on boat17:30 s area ÿusv'at,s

tÿ damaÿ tÿ dam wÿl cause

If you loof( around, you can sÿe that at such a low wat.r

tfds ecosystem won't be able to sure.for long

Tht area 8es on a ttrrace of platn graveÿ with a depth
of about300 to 500 metres.

If the waeer level falls by, say, 2 metres theÿ forests
a.,td e:osystems sunply cannot exist.

IONATHAN PORRITT

For the last two years communities all along the
Danube have been demonstrating against the
Gabcikovo dam. Having given up her job as a
teacher, Klara Benkovicsova has played a lead-
ing role in the movement.

On July 3rd we set up a 6ÿ€ÿle to stop thÿ
6,t ju 

I was otÿr tÿre, omntr-ttd to

the pÿarÿ wire

at an Otformatÿ point for
jotÿtaÿ and suppomrs

'l"ÿn tÿ poS,', arrevedand oc.cupÿ.d tÿ. rod

Over there were poSce, and on tÿ caÿ 6anfc
bÿ our way to the sÿ "

we decÿdtd to bold our demonstraÿn ÿre since we

couldn ' t go anywfÿre.

18:s6   cloÿ ,T of sm'aale
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PICTURE NARRATION

19:52

20:12

20:29
20:36

21:41

19:38

19:40

19:31

19:08

19:15

Gabcikovo Dam

Pan dam construction

Stop Gabcikovo sign

Tractor on road/village

Misty roof tops

Klara conference

JONATHAN PORRIlq"

This is what they are demonstrating against, the
Gabcikovo dam itself, which stands at the head
of a 25kin by-pass canal, that's bigger than the
Suez canal.

This in turn is fed by a vast fifty-two square
kilometer reservoir. Most of the work on all this
has already been completed, but the whole
thing is such a finacial disaster that it would still
cost more to finish it than to de-commission it
altogether.

Some villages are particularly badly affected.
This one, stuck between the canal and the river
and will be highly vulnerable to flooding, lying
below the floor of the canal.

At one stage or another, almost every person
in the village took part in the demonstrations,
including mothers with babies, the old and the
young. It's part of Klara's job to work with these
communities, bringing them up to date with the
latest campaign details.

C[oÿ up ob[zr man

River flowing/Budapest
Shots small dam

Sewage

OLÿ ÿ.,ÿ ÿ_

y're elt.strmJinS my naaw home.

We were born here, and we'd aIÿ to ÿ here

It's *-rrÿ& wÿt the. y're doÿng.

JONATHAN PORRITT
L

Another major threat is the fear of pollutlon to
water supplies. The Danube is already a very
heavily polluted river, both through industrial
emissions and raw human sewage. Very few
cities or towns along the bank have any kind of
treatment plant.
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PICTURE NARRATION

21:54

22:09

22:20

22:24

22:30
22:36

22:41

21:27
21:34

21:07

20:49 Shingle banks/Danube

Kovacs on boat

Sunset/Demo chain
Pan along human chain

Aedal pan around dam

Dam reflected in water

Close. up steel pipe

Steel pipes

Woods/Forest
Close up of leaves

Pan around tree canopy

But the shingle banks of the inland delta act as a
highly efffective pollution filter, keeping ground-
water suplies much cleaner than they would
otherwise be. Campaigners claim that the dam
will destroy this natural filter, and in the process
will create an even more serious pollution haz
ard.

BIOLOGIST- EOVACS EAÿOLÿ

WbLn tÿ dam reservoir u f!oÿd

be deposÿed

It wÿl contaÿ metals and other toÿc matÿrÿs

wÿch co=[d poEutt ÿz freJh=va=r re.ryes below

Known to be one of the largest underground reserves

Euÿpe.

JONATHAN PORRI'rI"

The high point in the Stop Gabcikovo campaign
came in February 1990, more than 60,000
people from Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia
and many other European countries linked
hands to form the Eurochain - a hugely powerful
symbolic act which made a deep impression on
the Czechslovakian government, just a few
months after the revolution. But even 60,000
people were dwarfed by the sheer scale and
brutality of the Gabcikovo project.

Since then, demonstrators have organised a
• blockade of the construction site ÿroughout the
summer of 1991. Work on the dam has now
stopped, partly because of the campaign, but
partly because of economic difficulties and polit-
ical sensitivities with Hungary. But now there is
tÿlk of Austrian financiers putting up the money
independently to get the job finished.

For Klara and her colleagues, that will be just
one more threat to be overcome. They draw
great strength from the extraordinary beauty of
this stretch of the Danube, and are much en-
couraged by the growing international support
for their campaign. They are convinced thay
can and will - still win.
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TIME   PICTURE
CODE

NARRATION

23:27

23:38

23:50

24:02 Birds flying

24:15

24:18
24:26

23:19 Waterfall

23:12

• 24:34

24:42  Sunset Danube
24:49 Trees/Sun setting

24:53
24:58

25:14

Reflection of banks in water

Small cruise boat Loire

Demonstration India

Close up Indian tribals

Waterfall

Ichkeul ducks flying
Baraket looking at Lake

24:30 Rear view Baraket/Sunset
Lake surface/ducks

Wash from boat
Protesters at Gavcikovo

Freeze Picture/Credits - 26:00 Finish

22:51   Klarajboat i was born by the Danube andgrew up &re
I feelveÿ close to tÿ river because it u part of me

It's tÿ duty ÿpeopÿ who 8re near t& Danube to proÿect it

becausÿ peopÿ who don't Oxÿ near ÿt
cannot apprÿcÿte t& values berg lost &re.

ONATHAN PORRITT

It's that kind of determination which continues to
inspire literally dozens of campaigns to protect
the world's rivers.

In France, a proposal to build a series of dams
on the Loire was bitterly opposed by local envi-
ronmentalists, who, with international support,
eventually won the day.

Campaigners in India are hoping for the same
outcome with the Narmada dams, the single
biggest and most destructive project the world
has ever seen.

In Brazil, tribal people came together in a unique
demonstration and put a stop to several huge
schemes to dam the Xingu and other tributaries
of the Amazon.

International agreement such as the Berne and
Ramsar Conventions are strengthening the hand
of campaigners all over the world to protect,
rivers, estuaries and wetlands.

In a very poor, very dry country, Hammadi
Baraket is hemmed in by massive economic and
political pressure. But he talks a language that
makes sense. Largely through his efforts, Ich-
keul is enjoying atemporan/stay of execution.

to, too, is the Danube. But for how long? The
old communist may have gone, but their bruising
arrogant legacy lingers on.

For Kiara, the Danube has a different meaning
for she sees a different way of using its power
and natural wealth to benefit her people. For
those alternatives to flourish the dam must first
be stopped.
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