
" A DAY IN JUNE"
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VILe..GE  OF  YARFAR

WOUNDED AT
BENGURION AIRPORT

NAPÿA.TOR:

In June 1974, the Druse Village of Harfar

was returned to Sÿfiaÿ  Though its people

never left, Harfar had been Israeli occupied

territory since 1967.  On this day in June

-- peace meant joyÿ

In Jmne 1974 through the efforts of the

International Red Cross, 56 womnded Israeli

prisoners of war ÿere returned to their

homelandÿ  On this day in June ÿ.- peace

meant a beginning°

CEMETERY

VEHICLE ATOP POLE

DEVASTATION

Peace means eternal rest for these Syrisÿ

dead.

On 6 October 1973 israe!.and her Arab

neighbors plunged for the fourth time into

open warfare°  From Damascus in Syria to the

West bank of the Jordan the war was waged

on open plains ÿ not sandÿ  For the Arabs

it was a war of liberation°  For the

Israelis a battle for survival°  But this

latest conflict precipitated a world oil

crisÿs, brought about a nuclear alert, and

rocked the Western Alliance.
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FLOWER
GRASS FIRES

In the summer of 1974 much of the terrain

of Golan was ablazeÿ  The land ÿ littered

with mines ÿ and empty of people ÿ- was

aflame from spontaneous combustion and

fanned by dry winds°

KIBBUTZ GADAT

FOKKER FRIENDSHIP
PLANE

SUPER TITLE

A  UNITED  NATIONS   PRODUCTION

GROUP SHOT
UNDOF COMMAND

On the West Bank of the Jordan lies the

settlement of Kibbutz Gadato  Here, peace

meant a return to the soil and a continued

vigilance°

What began as shuttle dip!omacy on the part

of UoS0 Secretary of State Kissingerÿ ended

on an airfield in Damascus, Syria ÿ where,

by decision of the Security Councilÿ the

first airlift of United Nations troops

arrived.

Hardly a force at all ÿ- with arms limited

to self defense -- the troops would soon

take up positions in the war-torn Golan

Heights°  Its role =ÿ to act as a buffer

betÿeen the armies of Israel and Syria --

ease tensions, and create an atmosphere in

which political settlements mÿ!ÿbe reached,



AUSTRXANTROOPS ,"  -

Though habits of harmony can not be learned

overnightÿ perhaps while the thunder of

guns remained silent, the people of Golan

could live againÿ

SUPER TITLE

A  DAY   IN  JUNE.           ".
DISENGAGFÿENT IN T}LE GOIAN

PALÿIS   DES  NATIONS
KS HALL   "

GENÿ ENSIOSIILASVUOÿ
COMMANDER, UoN. EMERGENCY
FORCE

siIn SVUO:  (v°0o)
(Super - "GENEVA" - 31 MAY 1974")
It is with a feeling of profound joy
that I convene today this meeting of
the Military Working Group of the
Geneva Conference on the Middle Eastÿ
for the purpose of signing the
agreement on disengagement betÿTeen
Israeli and Syrian forces and to work
out procedtÿes for its prompt
implementation.

GENo SIILASVUO
ON CAM2RA

With the completion of our ÿrk the
process of disengagement and separation
of forces will begin tomorrow.

NAR_R&TOR:

The agreement between Syria and Israel to

separate their armies on the Cÿlan Heights

was the first time the ÿ,ÿo nÿ5ions had

agreed on a mÿhter of importance in a

quarter of a ceA0uryÿ  A disengagement of

forces ÿ but not a peace treaty°



COÿ[ÿOY The neÿ peacekeeping  force would be called

UNDOF -ÿ the United Nations Disengagement

Observer Force.  Its nucleus would be one

thousand troops transferred from forces in

Sinai.

Supplementing the troops from Austria, Peru

and logistics units from Canada and Polandÿ

would be the Told hand' ÿ the veteran of

Middle East conflict -- the unarmed

Military Observerÿ

The plains of Dÿnascus and the Golan Heights

are familiar to these Blue Beretsÿ  For

twenty-six years they have witnessed

breaches of peace by both sides.

Though their main task is to observe and

report to the Security Council any violations

of cease fire agreements, they have earned

the respect of all parties by their ability

to reach out to the victims of armed conflictÿ



SÿGo VISITS
PERUVIAN CAMP Just prior to the disengagement operation,

Secretary,ÿGeneral Kurt Waldheim visited

the areaÿ  He met with the Peruvian

commander and inspected the forces recently

deployed from Sinai and now based outside

Qÿaeitra o

BRICENO  AT  TENT UNDOF's interim commander was Brigadier

General Gonzalo Briceno of Peru°

The command staff would have officers

already familiar with disengagement tactics

in the  southern sector ÿ in Sinai where

a withdrawal of Israeli forces and an

eventful hat, dover to Egyptian control had

been effected in January of 1974ÿ

In the Golan Heights disengagement would

take on new meanings°

COI, o FRANK HOGAN,
CHIEF OF STAFF, UNDOF COLÿ HOGAN:

en compared to the one in Sinai
it's very simple. ÿhe one in Sinai
was a very comglex one with huge
forces on each side of the canal and
they had to move across the canal°
Each one in his own way and for
certain distances°  The area ÿs very
large, split by the ceÿal°  Here
its a small area, its moving in one
direction and both sides want to
fulfill the agreement and as a result
its a simple and smooth operation.



L.Sÿ   GOLAN  HEIGHTS
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NARRATOR:

Stil! another consideration was the terrain

itself.  The hills that overlook the raver

Jordan and the preÿ1967 Armistice line are

just part of Golan.

One can not deny their strategic value ÿ

both Israel and. Syria have fought for them

so as to dominate the west bank°

The heights move eastward towards Damascus

rich agricultural land that has been a

battlefield for six years.  Land that under

the terms of disengagement might flower

again°

TRAVELLING  SHOT  -
PLAINS COL. HOGAN:  (VoO,)

Here you have a large agricultural
poÿJlat!on and these fields all around l
us will be worked in a few days even.
They will come in as soon as the mine
fields are cleared and start to work.
I believe in the whole area here there
are 70ÿ000 people expected to return
-ÿ 'Quneitra included.

RUINS OF QUNEITRA

NARRATOR:

During the October ÿr9 this city was one

of the major objectives of the Syrian thrust.
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Kuneitra, former Syrian capital of the

Golan Heights would remain in Israeli hands

until the last day of disengagementÿ

CoUo  MAP
FALLON AND COÿ

TEF£S

TRUCK CONVOY

TANKS

(JOE FALLON ÿ Background effect)

Fox Headquarters - military code for the

joint negotiating tents housing Israeli.

Syrian and UÿNo staff cfflcerso

It would be here that mass details on

movements of men and machines would be

traced9 in precise lines, on maps in

accordance with agreements reached in Geneva°

On 9th June, the first phase9 know.ha as

Alpha Iÿ begins°  Israel withdraws weaponry

and men from the "no man's land".

On the evening of the 14th, Israeli liaison

officers escort UoN. personnel into the

first and temporary buffer zoneÿ

The disengagement is planned in four stages

with Israeli occupied territory - the "bulge"

as it came to be knoÿn ÿ leÿd taken by

Israel during the October war, being handed

back to Syria9 sliver by sliverÿ
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At each stage the Israeli withdrsmal is to

be matched by a corresponding "thinnning

out" of forces on the Syrian side of the

border°

And at each stage an UNDOF checkpoint must

ensure that both parties respect the

bouzIdary line -- but there are minor

breaches°  As in this case when a Syrian

convoy somehow found its way to the Israeli

side.

SYRIAN CONVOY WITH
MAJOR RODEMACHER Part of the UoNoTS peacekeeping role is to

ease tensions that might arise out of

situations like this0  To be firm in line

with agreed to principles9 as well as prompt ÿ

restoration of order - so that disengagement

can proceed°

MINES

POLISH LOGISTIC
MINESWEEPERS

Danger - mines) the ultimate weapon in open

warfare such as in the Golan Heights.

Nonÿselectiveÿ it kills civilians ÿ menÿ

women, and children - as well as soldiers°

Long after the rusted tanks have been carted

away - years after a ceasefire and withdrawal
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of forces has been worked out ÿ mines will

continue to killo  More than that, mines

make good land unproductive because of the

fear of their presence°

COL. HOGAN
OÿC° HOGAN:

The minefields were a snag°  We wanted
to go somewhere or the Syrian forces
want to move in someplace to ÿhich
they are, by virtue of the Agreement
entitled to move, and one has to
ensure that the place is clear of
mines before they come ino  ÿanks be tc
God we have had no mine accidents so
far.  Weÿ ,Je been fortÿmateo  We've
been very careful.

This area where the camp is ÿ they
came in and cleared it and took out
several anti-tank and anti-personnel
mines out of the place where you're
standing°

Soÿ it's a very necessaÿg precaution
around here°  And in one ÿm.y it will
eventually govern the whole flow back
of population.

NARRATOR:

VILLAGE OF MAZRAT
BEITZANN In the foothills of the Mro Hermon range

lies the Syrian village of Mazrat Belt Zann°

Deserted since October of 1973, on this day

in June 1974  some of the villagers are

returning°
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4ÿ000 people lived here at one time,  Only

300 will return this first day -- a return

from refugee csmÿps near Damascus.

War and its aftermath are realities that

the peoples of the Middle East live with

each day°  Devastated as it is, Mazrat Belt

Zann is alive again°

DAMASCUS -
JNEITRA ROAD On the DamaScUs - Qÿneitra Road 26th June

is a day to be remembered.  A military road

for the past six years this day it belongs

to.clvilians.

CROWDS ENTER
qJNEITPA

Eight a.mo, and the first vehicles enter

Qaneitra.  What has been since 1967 a

deserted city is noÿwa crowded one°

CROWDS But this is a special day, unlike any in

Qÿneitra's past - perhaps her future.

Upwards of twenty thousand peogle are amassed

in the square to welcome President Assad

of Syria.



PRESs ASSAD
WALK Under the terms of disengagement UNDOF

would ens1ÿre that only Syrian civilians

and a small police force would return to

the cityÿ

BARBED WIRE

AUSTRIAN CONVOY

CAPT. WALTER KLINGER
AUSTRIAN CONTINGENT,
UNDOF, OoCo

CONVOY

OLD WOMAN

Though it lies inside the UoNo buffer zoneÿ

Quneitra is bounded on three sides by

Israeli Golan settlersÿ and Israeli Defense

Forces have guarsnteed their safety by

encirc!iug "ÿe city with the trappings of

war

By nightfall, the crowds are gone and

Quneitra is lifeless once more°

On the final day of disengagement the

Austrian contingent of UNDOF meets with

tragedy on the road to Mto Hermono

(Radio Announce ÿ "Priority ÿ Aust'rians
killed in mine accident oÿ")

CAPTÿ KLINGER:
This morning we started to take over
the Mr° Hermon peak and a part of our
unit were on a body searching and were
in this car that was blown up in this
area by an antiÿtankmineo



DEAD BODIES

NARRATOR:ÿ

The casualties ÿjere the first suffered by

UNDOF and ironically the four Austrians

rere on a mission to recover the body of an

Israeli soldier killed in the October

fighting°

CAPTo KLINGER,
OoCo CAPTÿ KLINGER:

It's shockingÿ to be killed oo o
looking for another killedÿ that ' s

t!
all I can say oo°

CEREMONY ATOP
.MTÿ HERMON

MT° HEIÿMON
STAR OF DAVID

,&

NARRATOR:

. Perhaps the most symbolic turnover ÿTas

Nt. Hÿrmono  There could be no guarantee of
b

peaÿe ÿithout neutral supervision of this

7,000. foot):ÿ£aÿ/that overlooks the Dsÿnascus

plains and the,:Goiaÿ Heightsÿ  Nsmy lives

on both sides hadÿ,beeÿ lost in attempts to

win this strong point.ÿ AnYhow Israel

agreed to surrender this bastJ:ÿn to the

United Nations Disengagement Observer Force°

TANKS The handover completed the disengagement

phase   and   commenced   a   new   one o



both sides of the buffer zone might create

a peaceful atmosphere; one uncommon to this

!
f
\

FLAG ATOP
MT. HERMON

MONTAGE

UÿN.  FLAG

KURT WALDBEIM,
U.N. SECRÿPARY-ÿGENERAL

part of the Middle Eastÿ

WAm  :  (VoO.)
The peacekeeplng forces of the United
Nations represent the objective will foÿ
peace and conciliation of the interÿ
national communltyÿ  They are there
to prevent a recurrence of fighting,
to assist the return to normal
conditions of life, and to preserve
the degree of peace which is essential
for negotiation of just settlements
of long-stranding international disputes,
In time of tension and violence, their
duty is also to assist as best as they
can all those innocent persons who are
afflicted or in danger.

In trying to do theÿ duty many have
been woundedp and some have been
killed.

I ,ÿIshhere to pay tribute to the
memory of those who have died and to
the courage and dedication of all
their comrades who serve the United
Nations in areas of conflict.  To all
of them, the United Nations owes a
debt of deep gratitude.
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