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The pre-Colombian civilizations of South America developed
consummate skills in architecture, in goldwork, in pottery and textiles.  The
Spanish colonial period brought cities, cathedrals, and a tradition of painting and
sculpture that developed independently from its EuroPean origins.  The cultural
heritage of South America is unique and rich, and is threatened by the very forces
of industrialization and modernization that must be encouraged for economic growth.
In the belief that human progress has meaning only when it embraces the deeper
values of life, the nations of Latin America have begun a common effort, in
collaboration with UÿSCO and UNDP, to preserve and revitalize their heritage from
the past.

This film, a co-production of DPI and UNESCO, shows some of the
work of preservation and restoration in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Brazil.
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