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ENERGY

Professor Thomas JOHANSSON, Director of the Energy and Atmosphere
Programme of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), discusses
a wide range of energy-related issues. He points out that, while most traditional
sources of energy such as fossil fuels are expensive and damage the
environment, natural gas is an important source of clean energy. Another
source of clean and inexpensive energy is wind power. He suggests that cars

which generate electricity themselves could be developed to replace cars run by
batteries. Professor Johansson also points out that oil resources are limited and
eventually will run out. Even so, he believes that nuclear energy should not be
considered an alternative safe source of energy; rather, renewable energy
sources such as solar energy and biomass should be used on a wider scale,
especially in rural areas. He calls on individuals to be aware of energy
efficiency when buying appliances. Finally, he discusses the assistance UNDP
gives developing countries to build their energy capacities.
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