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"Biotech and Agriculture iu Poor Countries"

Genetically modified crops have been part of a heated international debate that
reached a high pitch in 2002 - when the African nation of Zambia refused modified
corn as food aid, despite a famine in the country. But the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization - FAQ - argues that bioengineered crops have great
potential for helping the world's poor.

Will that potential become reality? Do considerations about the marketability of
bioengineered food in Europe affect the environmental debate? Can biotechnology
truly help poor farmers unless there is research and development to increase yield,
and reduce pesticide use, for the "the crops of the poor", such as cassava? Is the
debate over genetic engineering in agriculture now over, or is it simply shifting to
new ground?

These are some of the issues explored in this edition of World Chronicle with guest
Charles Riemenschneider, FAO's Director for North America.
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